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1. May-June-July (MJJ) 2023 Performance 

Table 1 below shows that the rainfall recorded during the May-June-July (MJJ) 2023 season was strongly Below-

Normal over all areas. However, Fairview La Misere station reported Near-normal rainfall. 

Table 1: May-June-July (MJJ) 2023 Performance 

 

2. June-July-August (JJA) 2023 Performance 

Table 2 below shows how the June-July-August (JJA) 2023 season is performing so far, two months into the 

season. All stations considered for seasonal forecasting indicate drier than average conditions with some strong 

negative anomalies. 

Table 2: 2. June-July-August (JJA) 2023 Performance 
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3. Oceanic Patterns 2023 

El Niño Alert continues, with El Niño development likely during spring. Sea surface temperatures (SSTs) in the 

tropical Pacific are exceeding El Niño thresholds, with climate models indicating this is likely to continue at least 

through to early 2024. The past fortnight has seen a decrease in Southern Oscillation Index (SOI) values to 

moderate negative values (more El Niño-like). Overall, atmospheric indicators suggest the Pacific Ocean and 

atmosphere are not yet consistently reinforcing each other, as occurs during El Niño events.  

Weekly and monthly sea surface temperature anomalies (Figure 1) indicate warming signals over most of the 

Indian Ocean.  

The seasonal sea surface temperature anomalies indicate neutral signals over most of the Indian Ocean basin with 

warming signals over the western basin. The Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) is currently neutral. The IOD index for 

the week ending 13 August 2023 was +0.32°C, which is within neutral bounds (between −0.40°C and +0.40°C). 

If, as forecast, positive IOD thresholds are exceeded for the next fortnight, 2023 will be considered a positive 

IOD year. All climate model outlooks surveyed indicate neutral IOD conditions are likely through to August 

(Figure 2). 

Figure 1: Current weekly SST Anomalies (Left) and Current monthly SST Anomalies (Right)

Figure 2: Current Seasonal SST Anomalies (Left) and The Indian Ocean Dipole index (Right) 



                                                                                                                                                                            
 

3 
 

SEYCHELLES METEOROLOGICAL AUTHORITY 

August-September-October (ASO) 2023 Seasonal Climate 

Outlook  

4. August-September-October Rainfall Seasonal Forecast 2023 

 

Based on the prevailing conditions over the South-west Indian Ocean, the probability-based 

rainfall outlook for August-September-October season indicates an enhanced likelihood for Near-

Normal Rainfall over Mahe and Inner Islands. 


