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1.0 December-January-February 2020/21 Performance

The observed rainfall over the 15 stations considered for the DJF seasonal forecast, showed
that a considerable amount of rainfall was recorded over most stations. Altogether 5 stations
recorded Normal rainfall, 8 Above Normal and 2 recorded Below Normal rainfall. In terms of
spatial distribution, the stations in the central and northern regions of Mahe performed much
better, whereas the extreme south recorded negative anomalies with rainfall deficiencies as

high as 187.1 mm at Anse Forbans.
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Table 1: December-January-February rainfall performance
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2.0 January-February-March 2020/21 Performance

Table 2 below shows how the JFM season is performing so far two months into the season. 11
stations are still having rainfall deficit, while the remaining 4 stations has already exceeded their
respective long term averages. On a month by month basis, the January performance was much better
than February. This reducing trend in rainfall amount is normal for this period of the year as the rainy
season is coming to an end.

JAN TOTAL | FEB TOTAL | JAN + FEB | JFM LONG TERM MEAN | ANOMALIES

Table 2: January-February Rainfall Performance

3.0 Oceanic Patterns

Weekly SST Anomaly 2021/03/07 - 2021/03/13 Monthly SST Anomaly 2021/02/14 - 2021/03/13
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Figure 7: Latest weekly SST Anomalies Figure 8: Latest Monthly SST Anomalies
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Seasonal SST Anomaly 2020112113 - 2021/03/13 Monthly sea surface temperature anomalies for 10D region
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Figure 9: Latest seasonal SST Anomalies  Figure 10: Latest Indian Ocean Dipole Index

The La Nina condition is approaching its end as the negative SST anomalies reduce in the
Pacific. Most models surveyed by the Australian Bureau of Meteorology indicate that Nino 3.4
will return to neutral by May. However, the effect of La Nina on the climate of Seychelles is
likely to persist. Over the South-west Indian Ocean, the weekly, monthly and seasonal SST
anomalies all shows areas of negative temperature anomalies around Seychelles, particularly
along the Somali coast. The IOD values for July reach the negative threshold for three of the
five models surveyed by the Australian Bureau of Meteorology, indicating potential for
negative 10D to develop.
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4.0 March-April-May Rainfall Seasonal Forecast 2021

Rainfall Seasonal forecast - MAM 2021

PROBABILITY :

Il ABOVENORMAL
[] NEAR NORMAL or no signal
B BELOWNORMAL

Based on the prevailing conditions over the South-west Indian Ocean, the probability-based
rainfall outlook for March-April-May indicates an enhanced likelihood for Near Normal
rainfall with a strong bias towards Below Normal over Mahe, Praslin and La Digue.



